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A FEW BYZANTINE MOLYBDOBOULLOI FROM 
BULGARIAN FINDS 

Nikolai Alekseienko

Abstract

This study presents a few Byzantine seals of Bulgarian origin. Introduction of these 
seals into scholarly circulation would develop and enlarge, to some extent, our knowledge of 
the Byzantine presence in Bulgaria and local contacts.

One molybdoboullos belongs to Early Mediaeval period, probably to the age of 
Constance II. Archaeographic style of this seal is typical of sigillographic monuments from 
the seventh century. The office mentioned on this seal documents that its owner was a 
representative of the Empire’s military elite, stratelates. Rather rare name of Maurianos, in 
its turn, allows us to identify this person with a known historic figure and makes reference to 
the Byzantines' campaigns in Armenia in the seventh century.

Another seal belonged to episkeptites (?) Philotheos. Its sigillographic type allows me 
to attribute this molybdoboullos to the eleventh century monuments. Unfortunately, the 
legend on the back side of the seal is of bad preservation, so both the rank and office of the 
seal’s owner could be reconstructed in different ways. It is possible that this Philotheos 
belonged to the class of patrikioi and was episkeptites.

The next seal introduces one of the members of Byzantine aristocratic families of 
Armenian origin, who got high titles and ranks and obviously plaid an important role at the 
court: kouropalates BasilakiosArbantenos. This molybdoboullos is typologically close to the 
eleventh and twelfth century monuments.  

The final molybdoboullos of Moseos (Moses) Eulogios is a private seal because it has 
neither rank nor office of the owner.

Three more specimens with different state of preservation, made by the same pair of 
matrices, are known among the finds in Bulgaria. 

According to professor Ivan Jordanov, molybdoboulloi of Moseos present the owner's 
family name, Eulogios. However, the family of the Eulogioi never appeared in the Byzantine 
prosopography. The Greek personal name of Eulogios itself rarely occurred in the Byzantine 
onomastics. Most probably, the seal under study mentions not a patronymic but a kind of 
epithet or nickname given to this person. We can also suppose that this seal’s owner used the 
term according to its direct meaning, i. e. he was blessed when doing 
pilgrimage to some Byzantine holy place and did not fail to add this blessing to his seal.

The presence of eight specimens of Moseos’ seals in various collections, with a half 
of them originated from the territory of Bulgaria, supplies an evidence that this person 
produced a rather abundant correspondence, probably because of his interests in the region 
of the Balkans.
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